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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR PASTOR
At that time, the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven?” 2He called a child, whom he put among them, 3and said, “Truly I tell you, unless
you change and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of Heaven. 4Whoever becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of Heaven. 5Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me. 6“If any of you put a
stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be better for you if
a great millstone were fastened around your neck and you were drowned in the depth of the
sea.- Matthew 18:1-6
We read this passage two weeks ago during bible study and I am still thinking about
what Jesus says here to the disciples. The question and the answer should make all of us
pause for a moment. The disciples want to know who will be the greatest in Heaven. This
desire to be number 1 runs deep within all of us. We want to feel important, and we want all
the work we do to lead to a great reward for us. However, if this is the end goal for us, are our
intentions pure? Are we doing the work God calls us to do because we want to or because we
think it will get us something in the end?
Jesus turns this around on the disciples and all of us. Humility is a currency in the
kingdom of Heaven. Being humble as a child means we take on tasks because it is what we
do, not because we have to. Our bible study group had a lively discussion on this, and one of
our takeaways was about how to welcome folks into the church. Are we letting people come
in the doors as they are, or are we forcing people to conform to things that become a stumbling block? We asked ourselves, “would we invite a person who spent the night out on the
streets to sit next to us in our favorite pew, or would we point them to the back of the church
in the hopes that they would eventually leave quietly?”
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How many of us invite someone we know needs to be in the community with others to come
in on Sunday and sit next to us? This is what it means to be humble like a child. We shed our
reservations and our blinders and look at our neighbors, friends, co-workers, and colleagues
and ask them to join us on a Sunday. Children show no hesitation to ask one of us to be
someplace. They set the perfect example for us to follow when we think about how to be
disciples.
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This past Sunday, I spoke about our call to be prophets and to speak the truth.
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do community outreach belongs to only a few of us. It belongs to all of us. When the Holy
Spirit blew into the upstairs room on Pentecost Sunday, all of the disciples went out into the
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I say all of this because we need more of you to embrace your prophetic call for
leadership in the church. This is a reminder that all of us must do the work together. During
these next few months, I am asking you to consider your responsibility as a prophet. How
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-Rev. Sarah Welch-Pomerantz

Prayer List .......................... 3
Birthdays ............................ 3
June Giving ........................ 4
Worship Notes ................... 6

SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST
• School Year Graduates
• Garden Update
• Altar Flowers Announcement

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Hi friends,
As you may have heard, we are
focusing on the faith discipline of
Bible memorization in Church
School through 2021. I have challenged the children to memorize 13
Bible verses this year; one verse
per month, plus John 11:35, commonly known as the shortest Bible
verse: “Jesus wept.” As we are
memorizing, we will spend each
month deep-diving into the content
and truth of each verse. In May, we
have been digging into Micah 6:8,
“What does the Lord require of
you? To do justice, love mercy, and
walk humbly with your God.” We
talked about what God asks of us,
what justice and mercy means, and
how the Holy Spirit can help us act
like Jesus wants us to. Next month,
as we begin this next season in Ordinary Time in the Church calendar, we will focus on Galatians
5:22-23a: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control.”

2

The BIG NEWS this month is that
the Christian Education committee
is thrilled to report that we will be
holding Vacation Bible School in
person this summer June 28th
through July 2nd 6:30pm—
7:30pm! We will still be taking all
of the necessary COVID-related

precautions, including maskwearing, contact tracing, and staying outdoors as much as possible,
but we do believe that with the current state and federal COVID-19
mandates, as well as the fact that
schools are back in person, that we
will be able to have a fun and safe
in person VBS this year. If you are
available and willing to help out,
we’d love to have you! If you
know of any children ages 3 (pottytrained) to 12 years old who may
be interested, feel free to pass this
information along to their parents
or caregivers. We also have a few
junior counselor spots open for any
teenagers who would like to participate!
Please see me after church or email
me at baileyjowelch@gmail.com or
call me at 614-580-2562 if you
would like to volunteer or if you
have any questions.
As always, we’re so thankful for all
of the support the Christian Education team has experienced and we
are looking forward to bringing
you more fun-filled events, both
well-loved, long-held traditions and
new ideas.
Peace,
Bailey Welch-Pomerantz,
Director of Christian Education

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES & BIRTHDAYS
ANNIVERSARIES
Jan and John Harder
Amanda Ramirez
Deborah and Rich Walsh

45 years
1 year
38 years

June 12
June 19
June 25

BIRTHDAYS
Rich Baeder

June 1

Sean Meixner

June 13

Madison Szot (10)

June 2

Stacy Weisel

June 15

Ali Larson

June 6

Kyle Regan

June 17

Thomas Regan

June 8

John Harder

June 22

Caroline Biancamano

June 9

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end;
they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.
Lamentations 3:22-23
PRAYER LIST
Keri Bien
on the death of her father
Gloria Booth and Family
The Delvechio Family
Dolores Cardinale
friend of Joe Shook, health issues
Judy Cipolla
Friend of Patrice Larson, illness
Molly Daggett
family of the Bethunes, health issues
John DelVecchio
brother-in-law of Donna DelVecchio,
health issues
Helen and Rein Emrich
Church Members, health issues
Arlene Fudali,
on the death of her mother-in-law,
Eloise Fudali
The Jackson and Larson
Families
On the passing of Monica Jackson
Jack Larson
Cliff Kreismer
on the death of his wife Helen and
other health issues

Margaret
battling lung cancer
Nixon Family
friend of Arlene Fudali, on a death in
the family
Ed O’Brien
Church Member, in need of prayers
Ruth Ravina
Holocaust survivor, health issues
Jaxson River
Grandson of Maria Dachuna
The Shedd Family
on the death of Phyllis Shedd
Joe Shook
Shook Funeral Home, medical issues
Norman Vaughan
friend of Gallions, dealing with effects of a stroke
The Walsh Family
on the death of
Dorothy (Dottie) Nostrant
Mimi
Sister of Willie and Mary Wing
Gregory and Tina Wright
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ALTAR FLOWERS
WOULD YOU LIKE TO HAVE ALTAR FLOWERS ON SUNDAY?

THRIFT SHOP HOURS

Every Sunday someone donates Altar Flowers in memory of, or
in honor of someone or something. If you would like to do this,
we still have some open dates.
They are:
July 4 August 15 August 22 and August 29
All you have to do is pick a date and email Jan Harder
(Oaknocker@aol.com). She will work with you
on the dedication that you want for that Sunday and we will bill
you. If you are in church that Sunday you will even get some of
the flowers after church!

Thursdays
10am—3pm

June

MISSIONS GIVING

HEIFER INTERNATIONAL
This is no ordinary gift
Giving an animal is like giving someone a small business, providing
wool, milk, eggs and more. Animal donations can provide families a
hand up, increasing access to medicine, school, food and a sustainable livelihood.

June

THANK OFFERING

YMCA FROST VALLEY SUMMER CAMP
Summer camp offers children a magical world of play. At Frost Valley YMCA, they
offer sports, arts and crafts, hiking, horseback riding, rock climbing, canoeing,
swimming, singing, storytelling around the campfire, and sleeping underneath a
canopy of stars.
Frost Valley YMCA is the premier summer camp located in New York’s Catskill
Mountains only a couple of hours from New York City. The camp offers one of the
most breathtaking natural settings in the country for children. With 112 summers
under our belt, Frost Valley is guided by our mission to build a healthy mind, body,
& spirit for all. Children from all backgrounds come together to try exciting & new
things in a safe environment while building friendships.
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Please support this wonderful camping experience by using your Thank Offering
Envelope or using a Pew Envelope marked “Camp”.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GRADUATES!
Abigail Lombardi
Abby graduated Cedar Grove Highschool this year! She hopes to attend Morris
County College this fall while considering her career in the medical field.
Jamie Stagliano
Jamie is graduating 8th grade from Memorial Middle School and will be attending
Cedar Grove High School.

Daniel Stagliano
Daniel is graduating Cedar Grove High School and will be attending Pace University in New York City in the fall!
Holly Studwell
Holly graduated Champlain College in Burlington, VT with a B.A. in Broadcast
Media. She plans to remain in Vermont to pursue her career goals.
Bailey Welch-Pomerantz
Bailey graduated this year from Southern New Hampshire University with a B.A.
in Human Resources!

COMMUNITY CHURCH GARDEN UPDATE
The Community Church Garden has had its first harvest of the season!
Harvested was kale, collard greens, cabbage, lettuce, and swiss chard.
A big thank you to Lary Studwell for all his hard work in the garden!
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WORSHIP NOTES FOR MAY
June 6th
Second Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture:
1 Samuel 8: 4-11, (12-15), 16-20,
(11:14-15) and Psalm 138
Genesis 3: 8-15 and Psalm 130
2 Corinthians 4: 13-5:1
Mark 4: 26-34

June 20th
Forth Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture:
1 Samuel 17:(1a, 4-11, 19-23), 32
-49 and Psalm 9:9-20 or 1
Samuel 17:57-18:10-16 and
Psalm 133
Job 38: 1-11 and
Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32
2 Corinthians 6:1-13
Mark 4:35-41

June 13th
Third Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture:
1 Samuel 15:34—16:13
and Psalm 20
Ezekiel 17:22-24 and Psalm
92:1-4, 12-15
2 Corinthians 5:6-10, (11-13),
14-17

June 27th
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture:
2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27
and Psalm 130
Lamentations 3:22-33;
Psalm 30
2 Corinthians 8:7-15
Mark 5:21-43

Not till June can the grass be said to be waving
in the fields. When the frogs dream, and the
grass waves, and the buttercups toss their heads,
and the heat disposes to bathe in the ponds and
streams, then is summer begun.
—Henry David Thoreau
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June 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

1

Wed

2

7

8
NA Meeting
7:30 –9:30pm

SERVICE 10am

3

Fri

Sat

4

5

11

12

Thrift Shop
10am—3pm

NA Meeting
7:30 –9:30pm

6

Thu

9

10

Bible Study
6:30pm

Thrift Shop
10am—3pm

NA Meeting
12 –6pm

Trustees Meeting
7:00pm

13

14

NA Meeting
7:30 –9:30pm

SERVICE 10am

20

21

SERVICE 10am
Father’s Day

Exec. Board
Meeting
7:30pm

27

28

SERVICE 10am

15

22
NA Meeting
7:30 –9:30pm

29
NA Meeting
7:30 –9:30pm

16

17

18

19

Bible Study
6:30pm

Thrift Shop
10am—3pm
Building and
Grounds Meeting
7:00pm

23

24

25

26

Bible Study
6:30pm

Thrift Shop
10am—3pm

64th Anniversary
of the United
Church of Christ

30
Bible Study
6:30pm
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Support
Local Business
SHOOK CEDAR GROVE
FUNERAL HOME, INC.
Serving All Faiths
www.shookscedargrove.com
Joseph M. Shook, Jr., Manager
Christine A. Cuoco, Funeral Dir.
Michelle F. Argast, Funeral Dir.
James G. Argast, Funeral Dir.
486 Pompton Avenue (Route 23) Cedar Grove, NJ 07009
(973) 239-1489
Gene Caputo
Chris Caputo
David Caputo

Visit us at
www.glandsons.com
NJ HIC Registration #13V00308600
NJ Builder License #44902

Grasshopper

292 Grove Ave.
Cedar Grove, NJ 07009
973-239-1189
Grasshopper Two
26 Erie Ave., Wayne, NJ 07470
973-696-9698
Fax 973-696-9219

YOUR AD HERE

ADVERTISE WITH US

11 Months for $110
For more information contact the Church Office at 973-239-3875
or email
officemanager@communitychurchcg.org

COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CEDAR
GROVE

WORSHIP WITH US
SUNDAYS AT 10AM
In the Sanctuary and online

UNITED IN SPIRIT AND INSPIRED
BY GOD’S GRACE, WE WELCOME
ALL, LOVE ALL, AND SEEK JUSTICE FOR ALL. COMMUNITY
CHURCH IS A ENERGETIC, PASSIONATE, CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY THAT SPANS THE GENERATIONS, WITH PEOPLE OF ALL
AGES COMMITTING THEIR TIME
AND ENERGY TO THE CHURCH
AND ITS MISSION. AS A WELCOMING AND AFFIRMING CONGREGATION, WE FOLLOW THIS
SIMPLE PRINCIPLE:
DO JUSTICE.
LOVE KINDNESS.
WALK HUMBLY.

Community Church has been part of
the Cedar Grove community for over
70 years. We consider ourselves
blessed to serve such a wonderful
town. We welcome all of God’s people
to be part of our family.

OUR MISSION
We the members of the Community Church of Cedar Grove profess Jesus Christ as
our Lord and invite all to join us in the fellowship of believers.
We seek with God's help to:
Covenant one with another to seek and respond to the Word and the will of God;
Depend on the Holy Spirit to lead and empower us;
Walk together in the ways of the Lord, made known and to be made known to us
through a loving, friendly and supportive church family that nurtures, trusts, and
cares for one another in times of celebration and need;
Be faithful and active in our responsibility as church members by contributing
according to our individual strengths;
Attend services regularly giving support to the staff and members of our church
family;
Respect our children and youth and to encourage them to participate in the life of
our church through worship service, church school, and youth activities while nurturing their spiritual development;
Witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ in our congregation, our community, and all
the world, while worshipping God, striving for truth, justice, and peace for all;
Look forward with faith toward the triumph of righteousness and eternal life as
we strive to fulfill this mission.

Community Church of Cedar Grove

Minister…………………………………………………………………………Rev. Sarah Welch-Pomerantz
Director of Music…………………………………………………………….Sandra Searing

65 Bowden Road
Cedar Grove, NJ
07009
Phone: 973-239-3875
Fax: 973-239-3095
E-mail:
officemanager@communitychurchcg.org

Director of Christian Education………………….…………………….Bailey Welch-Pomerantz
Director of Community Preschool……... …………………………....Diane Dziublenski
Office Manager…………………………….………………………………... Sarah Hart

FOLLOW COMMUNITY CHURCH OF
CEDAR GROVE ONLINE

COMMUNITYCHURCHCG.ORG

